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Foreword
Trees and woodlands are an essential part of the borough’s character and identity. The human
relationship with them is complex. Historically they have supported us by providing food, fuel,
shelter, tools and transport. Their presence within the landscape is proven to reduce stress, and
improve health in the population. Their role in the future will be crucial in sustaining a habitable
environment for us all. Whether it be the wooded heaths of Oxshott and Weybridge or the tree lined
residential streets of East Molesey and Claygate, there are few
areas within the borough where the landscape does not feature
mature trees.
This wooded resource has grown over centuries from historic
land use such as the Royal hunting estates of Hampton Court
and Oatlands Palaces, formal landscape gardens such as
Painshill and Claremont Parks, and by virtue of the Surrey’s
geology preventing intensive arable farming. The authority is
the 7th most tree’d borough in England and Wales. Trees and
woodlands are often markers in time finding themselves
vulnerable within new urban and suburban landscapes. They
rely on delicate ecological relationships with their surrounding
landscape and are often irreplaceable once gone. They will play
an increasingly important environmental role by saving money
and improving lives through the provision of valuable
ecosystem services in energy conservation through shading of
buildings and public areas, air quality improvement, noise
attenuation, storm water management, and CO₂ capture.
The English Landscape was totally changed by Dutch Elm Disease in the 1970’s but now a multitude
of pests and diseases threaten our tree population including Oak, Ash, Horse Chestnut and London
Plane. Increased suburbanisation is leading to smaller trees living shorter lives and an almost
permanently juvenile landscape in some areas. Likewise the effects of reduced public sector
resources on planting, maintenance and management of trees is having a significant detrimental
effect on not only today’s landscape but the landscape legacy left for future generations.
As a Regulatory Authority with responsibility for Planning Development and a land owner
responsible for the management of trees and woodlands within parks and commons, the Council has
a duty to care for its sylvan environment and to ensure it is protected and safe for the enjoyment of
the public. We are pleased to recommend this new Tree and Woodland Strategy which sets out
some of the issues and potential actions for the immediate and longer term. It is aimed at everyone
who is concerned with the trees and woodlands either as residents, owners, organisations,
applicants, developers, advisors, councillors and officers and shows that Tree and Woodland
considerations are crucial to both the aesthetic of the borough and to the health and well-being of
its residents. Trees and woodlands are good for residents, good for visitors to the borough and good
for business in the borough.
Councillors Andrew Kelly and Glenn Dearlove
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1 – Introduction
“The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the eyes of others only a green thing that
stands in the way. Some see nature all ridicule and deformity... and some scarce see nature
at all. But to the eyes of the man of imagination, nature is imagination itself.”― William
Blake

What is the Tree and Woodland Strategy?
The strategy provides a framework for how we protect, manage, utilise and promote our tree and
woodland resource in both the immediate and long term future. This strategy sets out the objectives
of the Council in relation to Trees and Woodlands in both public and private ownership. The Council
has obligations to preserve and protect important trees and woodlands whilst also ensuring the
public are safe from them. This strategy focuses on areas where the Council has a direct role or
responsibilities.
The strategy is for everyone who is involved in the borough’s tree’d environment including residents,
tree owners, organisations, developers, advisors, Councillors and officers. The document reviews the
national and local context, identifies some of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats
before suggesting key priorities and recommendations. The document establishes our ‘direction of
travel’ and forms a basis for prioritising the future work of the Tree Services Team within Planning
Services.
The production of this strategy was undertaken by the Council’s Senior Tree Officer with input from
colleagues within the planning and leisure sections. The evidence base came from publicly available
statistical data, the Council’s own LIDAR (aerial laser mapping) analysis of tree canopy cover by ward,
the Ancient Woodland Inventory, questions set for the Elmbridge Residents Panel, and from
discussion with internal and external stakeholders. The responses [summarised in Appendix A]
showed how passionately people in Elmbridge feel about the tree’d environment and those views
have informed the strategy document.
The production of a Tree and Woodland Strategy by local authorities is strongly recommended by a
number of governmental and non-governmental organisations [Appendix A] and is a part of the
Council’s Core Strategy 2011 (objective 8). The strategy is an Evidence Based document designed to
inform the Council’s Local Plan and will be subject to periodic review.

What do trees and woodlands contribute to the borough?
The case for trees and woodland providing key economic, social and environmental benefits is well
argued and evidenced. By virtue of the Borough’s high population and proximity to London, trees
play a crucial part in the well-being of residents. The tree coverage can be viewed in the whole as a
cohesive ‘urban forest’ providing ecosystem services to the public.
Economic potential: Trees make a positive contribution to the creation of places that are good for
business. Streets lined with mature trees are also reported to decrease sales time for residential
properties and support stronger values in the market.
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Health and well-being: Trees influence both the physical and mental health of local communities.
The use of trees to remove air pollutants can be part of a wider strategy to curb respiratory illnesses.
Trees also contribute to creating attractive street and park settings for walking, cycling and running
thus facilitating wider adoption of more active lifestyles. Access to trees and green spaces has been
found to aid patient recovery and accelerate healing times in hospitals. The Government’s Public
Health Outcomes Framework, which underpins the public health duty of local authorities, specifically
includes an indicator relating to the utilisation of green space for health and exercise. Trees also help
create environments that reduce stress, alleviate mental health problems and improve interpersonal
dynamics.
Nature conservation and habitat connectivity: Trees bring nature into towns and suburbs in many
ways. Trees act as bridges, maintaining connectivity for species through a landscape. While not all
trees have high biodiversity value, some can operate as keystone species that are critical for the
survival of countless other species
including invertebrates, lichens and fungi,
providing the basis of a healthy food chain
that benefits birds and mammals. Trees
species that are effective at supporting a
rich wildlife will be more able to fully
realise this potential when growing in the
less stressful parts of the urban landscape,
such as large parks, cemeteries or other
land estates under suitable management.
Sir David Attenborough has stated that
“Ancient trees are precious. There is little
else on Earth that plays host to such a rich
community of life within a single living
organism.”
Stormwater management: Trees can
contribute to reducing stormwater run-off
and do so in several ways. Their canopies
intercept falling rain and hold a significant
proportion of it in leaves and bark. Some of
this intercepted water will evaporate and
some will be gradually released into the
soil below. Below ground, the soil in which
trees grow will infiltrate and store water, a
process facilitated by tree roots. The larger
the tree and its canopy, the greater the impact. Good tree pit design can both create better
underground conditions for trees to grow, and greatly enhance stormwater management benefits.
The rainfall of winter 2013/2014 has shown that Elmbridge is prone to flooding and it is now
generally accepted that such events will become more frequent as the climate changes.
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Air pollution control: All trees act as air filters. As with stormwater benefits, tree size matters
considerably. However, not all varieties perform this function to the same extent and across the full
range of air pollutants that are harmful to human health. Gases such as nitrogen dioxide and ozone
are captured in the stomata (breathing apparatus) of leaves. Trees with the most leaf area capture
gases and particles efficiently. Trees can form part of an air pollution control strategy on a regional
scale. Road transport represents the major source of air pollution within the borough.
Cooling and sheltering: Trees can
influence ambient temperatures
around buildings by providing
shading from the sun and shelter
from dominant winds and this
can reduce energy usage for both
heating and cooling. The shade
from trees in summer, while
possibly reducing light to
dwellings, will prove increasingly
beneficial with the anticipated
effects of climate change and
deciduous trees will allow
welcome access for the sun in
winter.

Noise abatement: Trees and shrubs help to mask noise through the rustling of leaves, the
movement of branches in the wind and the sounds of birds, insects and other animals. They can also
contribute to reducing noise through reflection, deflection and absorption, and are best used in
combination and support of other noise abatement measures.
Quality of place: Trees have an important aesthetic role for many reasons. They soften the urban
architecture and create a sense of scale that makes us feel more comfortable, bring pleasure with
their changing colour and foliage over the seasons, and modulate light through shadow patterns on
walls and pavements and frame buildings.

The London Context
Elmbridge Borough’s proximity to London is important. The Borough is a member of the influential
London Tree Officers Association. Elmbridge shares many of the same tree issues and challenges as
outer London Boroughs such as Richmond upon Thames, Kingston upon Thames, Sutton, and
Merton. Accordingly the tree and Woodland Strategy has been influenced by The London Plan Spatial Development Strategy for Greater London (July 2011) and The Tree and Woodland
Framework for London (March 2005).
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Stakeholders
The Council has a number of external stakeholders which own and/or manage significant and
important trees such as large private estate owners, volunteer groups, contractors, and individual
residents. These include St Georges Hill Residents Association, Birds Hill Oxshott Estate Company,
Brooklands Museum, Burhill Estates, Paragon Housing, Oxshott Conservators, Claygate Parish
Council, The National Trust, Painshill Park Trust, Friends of Hurst Park, Cobham Conservation and
Heritage Trust, The Federation of Oxshott Residents and Associations, Conservation Area Advisory
Committees, and the Lower Mole Countryside Project. As well as owners of protected trees
throughout the Borough and the applicants and agents of works carried out on those trees. Internal
stakeholders include the Development Management and Enforcement teams in Planning Services,
Asset Management and Property Services, and Leisure and Cultural Services.
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2 – The Council’s Duties
The Council has duties as both the Local Planning Authority and as a major landholder within the
borough. It derives duties, responsibilities and powers in relation to trees and woodlands from
Government policy and guidance, primary legislation, policies and guidance produced by national
bodies and from precedents in case law. A full list of these is included in Appendix A.

Government policy and guidance
The Government recognises the importance of trees and woodlands, and the ecosystem services
they provide, in urban and suburban areas. The Government Forestry Policy Statement January
2013 highlights the government’s commitments to preserve and maximise the social and
environmental benefits provided by trees and woodlands, particularly in and around our towns and
cities. It states that “We particularly want to see more trees and woodlands in and around our towns
and cities and where they can safeguard clean water, help manage flood risk or improve
biodiversity”.
The Independent Panel on Forestry Final report by DEFRA (2012) states “that there should be more,
and better maintained trees, close to where people live. This means more trees on urban streets,
more trees in town parks, and tree “corridors” from the centre of towns and cities out to local woods
and forests with good access.” It further recommends that planning policy and practice should,
“Ensure woodland creation, tree planting and maintenance is part of the green space plan for new
commercial and housing development. Integrate tree and woodland strategies into Local and
Neighbourhood Plans. Encourage local authorities to look creatively, and across boundaries, at the
use of S106 agreements, biodiversity offsets and particularly the Community Infrastructure Levy.”
Trees in Towns II - A new survey of urban trees in England and their condition and management
(DCLG 2008) reviewed the provision and management of urban trees in the England and made ten
recommendations of which the implementation of a comprehensive tree strategy was key. It
identified that after securing funding, the second most significant opportunity to improve urban
trees was to produce a tree strategy.
A strategy for England's trees, woods and forests (DEFRA 2007) identified national priorities and
built on Government policies about the quality of people’s lives, the quality of the places in which
people live and work, and the sustainable use of our resources.

Corporate Plan
The overarching priorities of the Council are set out in the Corporate Plan. Within the Corporate Plan
2015/2016 the Council refers to its 5 year vision [2013-2018] for a “A confident and cohesive
community with a thriving local economy and cherished environment, served by quality public
services delivered cost effectively.” The Top Priorities for 2014/15 are:




A safe, caring and healthy Elmbridge
A vibrant and thriving Elmbridge
A unique, green and attractive Elmbridge
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The role of the Council as a Local Planning Authority and Land Owner seeks to deliver against these
priorities and it is clear that the council’s duties with regard to the protection and management of
trees can play a key role in supporting their delivery.

Planning Authority Obligations
The Council has specific duties under law to protect trees and woodlands in private ownership
where they are considered a value to the public. This requires the borough to consider trees as part
of planning applications and to make Tree Preservation Orders where needed.
Under the Town and Country Planning Act (1990) the Council is obliged to consider trees as a
material consideration and may make provision through planning conditions for the preservation or
planting of trees when determining a planning application. The Act also gives the Council powers to
protect trees through the imposition of Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) where it is considered
expedient in the interests of amenity. The Council is under a duty to consider applications for tree
works made under these Orders. Under Part II of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990 the Council is required to consider notices for works to trees where they grow in
Conservation Areas and take appropriate action through the imposition of TPOs if it is considered
expedient. When investigating breaches of Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas the
Council must adhere to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984). The Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (1982) allows the Council discretionary powers to deal with
dangerous trees growing on private land.
Under the National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] (March 2012) the Council is advised that
planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of
irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found
outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location
clearly outweigh the loss. Planning Practice Guidance [PPG] for Tree Preservation Orders and trees
in conservation areas (March 2014) offers advice on protected trees.
Core Strategy
The Council’s Core Strategy (2011) asserts its vision to protect and increase tree canopy cover in the
urban areas to mitigate against rising temperatures from anticipated climate change. Specific
policies include:
Policy CS14 on Green Infrastructure asserts: “Safeguarding important trees, woodlands and
hedgerows and securing provision of soft landscaping measures in new development, focusing on the
use of native species, particularly trees, which are an important feature of the Elmbridge landscape,
and taking opportunities to create links with the wider green infrastructure network;”
Policy CS15 on Biodiversity asserts that the Council must: “Support the implementation of the
Regional Forestry and Woodland Framework by: Protecting all woodland, including ancient
woodland, as shown on the proposals map, from damaging development and land uses; Promoting
the effective management, and where appropriate, extension and creation of new woodland areas
including, in association with areas of major development, where this helps to restore and enhance
degraded landscapes, screen noise and pollution, provide recreational opportunities, helps mitigate
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climate change, and contributes to floodplain management; Replacing woodland unavoidably lost
through development with new woodland on at least the same scale; Promoting and encouraging
the economic use of woodlands and wood resources, including wood fuel as a renewable energy
source; Promoting the growth and procurement of sustainable timber products.”
Development Management Policy
The Development Management Plan 2015, Section DM6 – ‘Landscape and trees’ requires
development proposals to be designed to include an integral scheme of landscape, tree retention,
protection and/or planting that:
a. Reflects, conserves or enhances the existing landscape and integrates the development into
its surroundings, adding scale, visual interest and amenity,
b. Contributes to biodiversity by conserving
existing wildlife habitats, creating new
habitats and providing links to the green
infrastructure network,
c. Encourages adaptation to climate
change, for instance by incorporating
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS),
providing areas for flood mitigation,
green roofs, green walls, tree planting
for shade, shelter and cooling and a
balance of hard and soft elements,
d. Does not result in loss of, or damage to,
trees and hedgerows that are, or are
capable of, making a significant
contribution to the character or amenity
of the area, unless in exceptional
circumstances the benefits would
outweigh the loss,
e. Adequately protects existing trees
including their root systems prior to,
during and after the construction
process,
f. Would not result in the loss or
deterioration of irreplaceable habitats
including ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees, unless in exceptional circumstances
the benefits would outweigh the loss, and
g. Includes proposals for the successful implementation, maintenance and management of
landscape and tree planting schemes.
Section DM6 also recognises that: “Trees make an important contribution to the character and
appearance of the Borough. Trees which are healthy and are of high amenity value can be protected
by the making of a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
Tree Preservation Orders can help to protect trees from inappropriate treatment and prevent their
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removal, as permission must first be sought from the Council to carry out most types of tree surgery.
Appropriate protection of TPO trees and those identified for retention will be expected in line with
good practice during construction of a development.”

What does the Council do to
meet its Planning Authority
Obligations?
The Council’s Tree Services Team is based within
the Planning Service and co-ordinates with all land
holding divisions within the Council to ensure the
Council meets its statutory obligations. As a
specialist team it fulfils a variety of roles.






Tree Preservation Orders

The Council meets the statutory
requirements of the Town and Country Planning
(Tree Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012
and follows the Planning Practice Guidance [PPG]
(March 2014) and considers all tree work
applications with reference to BS3998:2010 Tree
Work.

The Council administers over 1000 Tree
Preservation Orders (TPO) dealing with an average
of 250 applications to work on TPO protected
trees a year.
The Council receives regular requests from the public to protect trees and serves between 15
and 35 new Orders a year.
The Council investigates breaches of Tree Preservation Orders and will prosecute where it is
considered in the public interest to do so.
The Council is required to maintain a publicly accessible list of all Tree Preservation Orders,
works applications and decisions, and appeal documents and decisions.
As advised by the Government the Council offers informal pre-application advice via telephone
and when resources are available via on-site meeting with tree owners.

Project:
o Between 2009 - 2012 the Council completed a review of all old ‘Area’ designation TPOs.
o These are indiscriminate ‘blanket’ orders which can be difficult to interpret.
o This project resulted in 137 Area TPOs reviewed which accounted for 12% of the Council’s total TPOs.
o The review process involved 751 residential or business properties.
o The review met both its objectives and the timescales set.
o The review has served to make tree protection data within the borough considerably more accurate,
accountable and up to date.
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Conservation Areas
 Under section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 the Council considers all notices
for tree works in Conservation Areas with reference to BS3998:2010 Tree Work.
 The Council has 25 Conservation Areas in which most of the trees are automatically protected.
 The Council receives on average 150 tree works notices in relation to these Areas each year.
 The Council is required to maintain a publicly accessible list of all Conservation Area tree works
notices. These are partially available through the Council’s website.
Project:
o In 2011 the Tree Services Team undertook as survey of the ancient and veteran trees in the residential
Burwood Park estate with the help of the residents association.
o The Park has historic usage as a deer park and woodland for Henry VIII and remnant trees are still present
dating from that time.
o In all 22 ancient and veteran trees were protected successfully.

Planning Consultation
 The Council meets the statutory requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act (1990) in
order to consider trees as a material consideration in the determination of planning applications
and to consider the protection and planting of trees when granting planning permission for
proposed development. The Council considers planning applications with reference
BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction and landscaping schemes
with reference to BS8545:2014 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape and Trees
in the Townscape – A guide for Decision Makers (Trees and Design Action Group 2012).
 Tree Officers are consulted on an average of 450-550 planning applications each year by the
Development Management team.
 Where planning permission is granted with tree related conditions Tree Officers support the
Development Management team to enable the Council to discharge those conditions.
 Where a breach of planning permission has occurred through non-adherence to a tree related
conditions Tree Officers offer specialist advice to the Council’s Enforcement Team.

Landholder Obligations
The Council has specific duties under law to ensure its own trees and woodlands can be enjoyed
safely by the public. It must recognise its liability and meets it duty of care for its own trees. It must
also adhere to health and safety legislation, forestry constraints and a wide range of environmental
and bio-diversity regulations in the management of its tree stock.
Under the Occupiers Liability Acts (1957 & 1984) the owner of the land on which a tree stands,
together with any party who has control over the tree’s management, owes a duty of care to all
people who might be injured by the tree. The duty of care is to take reasonable care to avoid acts or
omissions that cause a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to persons or property.
The Health and Safety at Work Act (1974) places a duty on employers to ensure, so far as is
reasonably practicable, that in the course of conducting their work, employees and members of the
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public are not put at risk. The Council is obliged to adhere to the Forestry Act (1967) when
managing its woodlands. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations (2010), the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) place a duty on the
Council to manage trees appropriately within Sites of Special Scientific Interest. The Council has a
duty to promote the conservation of biodiversity under the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act (2006).
Tree Risk Management Protocol
The Council’s land holding contains a large number of trees in close proximity to people, property
and transport infrastructure. The Council has responsibility for land that is accessible to the public or
which in many areas is adjacent to public rights of way
The Occupiers Liability Act 1957 and 1984 imposes a ‘duty of care’ on the landowner to do what is
reasonably practicable to prevent foreseeable harm from trees under the occupiers’ ownership or
management. This duty also extends to uninvited visitors to land if there is a known danger present
on the occupiers land. A proactive system of tree inspection for specific zones of varying levels of risk
as recommended by the HSE enables the Council to comply with the above legislation.
The Tree Risk Management Protocol (extract in Appendix B) demonstrates how the tree inspection
system operates in Elmbridge. In the unfortunate situation of a claim or case being made against the
Council as a result of tree failure, this document, together with survey records, explains the
Authority’s position and approach in respect of management of hazards posed by its tree stock.
Countryside Strategy
The Council’s Countryside Strategy details management of coppice and other woodlands as well as
retention of deadwood for habitat creation. The woodlands of the Elmbridge Commons form a
number of sites of varying sizes. The woodlands are all open to the public and the plan is to continue
to maintain and enhance this important public access to these woodlands. The woodland areas
include three ancient woodland (ASNW) sites, 50 ha of coniferous plantations and large areas of
former grassland and heathland that includes the Esher Commons Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI). A management plan is agreed between the Council and Natural England that will restore a
further 22.4 ha of heathland within the SSSI area. Overall the majority of the woodlands can be
described as maturing secondary woodland with the exception of three areas of ancient seminatural woodland (ASNW).
The majority of the sites are in urban fringe locations and are extensively used for recreation,
especially dog walking and are subject to intense recreational use. In certain areas this has altered
the ground flora and there is also a number of introduced and garden plant species, notably
Himalayan balsam and rhododendron. All sites are potentially accessible for woodland management
operations and together constitute a significant woodland and recreation resource.
The Countryside Strategy is produced through consultation with the public and the Council`s
Countryside Consultative Group to provide a management framework for Leisure and Cultural
Services Countryside Team, it is reviewed every five years. Public consultation is undertaken in
advance of any significant woodland thinning or clearance for the restoration of features such as
ponds. Felling Licences are required for felling in excess of 5mᵌ in single operation.
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History of Woodland Management
Historically the commons areas were cleared for small scale cultivation in pre-history and thereafter
the open appearance would have been maintained by local commoners grazing their animals,
occasionally burning, and harvesting timber for construction and firewood. Scots Pine was
introduced to the Esher Commons during the 19th century. These trees grew well on the sandy soil
and with the decline and eventual cessation of grazing, mixed woodland quickly spread to cover the
commons. A post-war planting programme was initiated in 1954 and has resulted in 50 ha of mainly
Scots Pine plantation, which has received a first thin 1992-98. A broadleaved woodland thinning
programme started in 1994 and progressed up
until public concerns relating to the Esher
Commons (SSSI) Restoration and Management
Plan consultation process halted proceedings
in 2004. Following the completion of the
heathland restoration works a Woodland
Management Plan was agreed with the
Forestry Commission in 2011 allowing
woodland management to continue across the
countryside estate in lines with approved best
practice.
Many features have been restored, improved
or created including rides and glades and
water bodies. The heavy use by the public has
been recognised by a wide-ranging
programme of access improvements in line
with Woodland Grant Scheme contracts since
1992. These have included path surfacing and
drainage, improved way-marking, provision of
an Easy Access Trail and an off-road Cycle
Route and sightline improvements at horse
ride junctions. Improved on site interpretation
and a programme of events and schools
education have been successfully
implemented in recent years.
A comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement was produced for Forestry Commission during
2006 under the 1999 Forestry Act regulations. [a list and description of woodland sites is presented
in Appendix C.]

What does the Council do to meet its Land Owner Obligations?


The Council meets its duty of care under the Occupiers Liability Acts (1957 & 1984) through a
proactive system of tree inspection for specific zones of varying levels of risk as recommended
by the Health and Safety Executive. The framework for these inspections and zoning is in the
Tree Risk Management Protocol agreed by the Council’s Central Management Board (extract in
Appendix B).
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The Council meets its duty of care under the Health and Safety at Work Act (1974) in relation to
trees by providing training and supplying personal protective equipment to staff, promoting safe
working practices, and adhering to Health and Safety Policies.
The Council surveys High Risk and Medium Risk zones cyclically. These risk zone areas cover 260
individual sites. On average, around 750 trees are identified as requiring works within a high risk
zone inspection period.

The Council manages a
database record of inspections and
works carried out under the Tree
Risk Management Protocol and
monitors the quality of the tree
works.

The Council works on trees
following the recommendations of
BS3998:2010 Tree Work and plants
trees following the
recommendations of BS8545:2014
Trees: from nursery to
independence in the landscape and
Trees in the Townscape – A guide
for Decision Makers (Trees and
Design Action Group 2012).
The Council responds to enquiries from the public relating to Council owned trees.
Tree Officers offer consultancy level advice to other divisions in relation to dangerous trees and
in relation to in-house development schemes such as the refurbishment of car parks or the
provision of new sports facilities.
The Council`s Countryside Team manages woodlands on the countryside estate within the remit
of an agreement with the Forestry Commission under its English Woodland Grant Scheme and
Higher Level Environmental Stewardship Scheme.
Arisings from woodland management are passed to local firewood enterprises and the brash is
left on the floor to rot down for ecological benefit.
Trees in parks, recreation grounds, space around offices & day centres, cemeteries, and car
parks are managed for safety, formative pruning, for cultural and historic reasons, and to
prevent nuisance.

Project:
o In 2015, following the end of the existing tree works contract the Council developed a framework agreement
with a number of arboricultural contractors to ensure the Councils needs were best met.
o When the need for tree works arises the Council is able to arrange works with contractors specifically suited
to the job to ensure those works are carried out efficiently, safely, and flexibly.
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3 – Issues and Challenges
Elmbridge is characterised by its diverse mix of woodland, common land, farmland, rivers, reservoirs
and parkland. This mixed character belies its close proximity to central London and the borough’s
geographic location and attractive environment makes it a highly desirable place to live and work.
Consequently, the Council’s land holding contains a large number of trees in close proximity to
people, property and transport infrastructure. Elmbridge borough Council has responsibility for land
that is accessible to the public or which in many areas is adjacent to public rights of way. This land
comprises of woodland, commons, parks, recreation grounds, space around offices & day centres,
cemeteries, and car parks [Appendix A]
Population growth and development pressures are intense with high house prices and pressures on
existing infrastructure and services. The main pressure is for residential development throughout the
borough. This rising population is also causing an increased use and demand for Council land such as
commons, woodlands, heathlands, and recreation grounds. [Appendix A]
Benchmarking for a previous Value for Money review found the Council’s Tree Services Team
compared favourably with other Surrey boroughs in terms of its service provision against its level of
staff resources. The Council manages an above average number of TPOs but a comparable number
of tree works applications and notices. The Tree Services Team is consulted on an above average
number of planning applications but makes a comparable number of new Tree Preservation Orders
each year.
In 2011 the Council undertook an analysis of the available LIDAR data to establish how the tree
canopy cover was spread through the borough. The results showed that most wards were well tree’d
with 14 of the 22 wards being greater than the average for England and Wales. However the analysis
also showed that 4 wards were notable by their lack of tree cover: Walton North 3.69%, Molesey
South 3.74%, Molesey North 4.50%, Walton Ambleside 4.85%. To put this into a wider context a
recent tree survey of the UK using the latest aerial mapping technology found the City of London to
have only 4.38% canopy coverage and the Bracknell Forest District has 39.8%. This survey also
showed Elmbridge to have and overall 36% canopy cover. [Appendix A]
Results from the 2014 Elmbridge Resident’s Panel showed that a high value is placed on the
Elmbridge’s Tree and Woodland landscape with 98% of the residents panel considering that
Woodlands were very or fairly important, 95% considering that Conservation areas were very or
fairly important, 87% considering Veteran or Specimen trees were very or fairly important and 73%
considering trees in Private Gardens were very or fairly important. [Appendix A]
The Issues and challenges affecting the delivery of Tree Services in Elmbridge are identified through
a SWOT analysis as follows:
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Strengths
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Elmbridge Resident’s Panel survey results showed a strong public regard for trees and
woodlands.
The Council has successfully brought prosecution for breaches of tree protection where
there has been a loss of public amenity.
The Council has analysed LIDAR data of the borough to identify where tree stock is most and
least concentrated by wards.
The Council’s website tree pages offer up-to-date information and links. The public may
check protected trees and download documents and contact the Tree Services Team using
forms.
The Council has a defensible system of Tree Risk Management in place and is undertaking
survey and tree surgery works to meet its duty of care.
Elmbridge borough contains a significantly high number of ancient and veteran trees which
are highly important habitats and are often of cultural and historic importance.
The Council is a signatory of the Joint Mitigation Protocol, an agreed method of subsidence
claims management where trees are implicated as being the cause of building movement.
The Council has Forestry Commission licences in place to undertake a woodland
management programme across the Borough.
The Council’s Tree Services Team is well regarded by the public, colleagues, and members
and is well qualified and experienced and includes a Chartered Arboriculturist and
professional members of the Arboricultural Association. The team is performing well against
locally set indicators exceeding targets for all measured areas and has strong links with other
local tree officers and arborists through the Surrey Tree Officers and Arborists Group.
Elmbridge`s countryside estate is managed in-house by Leisure and Cultural Services
Countryside Team providing a professional, cost effective well liked service.

Weaknesses


The Council would benefit from undertaking an evaluation of the amenity value and the
ecosystem services value that the borough’s trees provide.
 The Council would benefit from policies relating to use of section 106 agreements or
Community Infrastructure Levies to improve the tree’d landscape in low canopy cover areas
as part of Green Infrastructure or Landscape improvements.
 The Council would benefit from improved efficiency and accuracy from the use of mobile
tablet computers and database software to undertake Tree Risk Management.
 The Council has the opportunity to maintain tree cover and improve accuracy by checking
replacement protecting tree planting requirements and through the modification of TPOs
where new trees have been planted.
 The Council would benefit from reviewing existing TPOs to ensure that protection is still
merited and enforceable (as recommended by the Government).
 The Council would benefit from initiating a rolling review program for TPOs.
 The Council would benefit from the indexing and scanning of historic TPO files into the
electronic document and records management system so that they may offer a publicly
accessible list of all TPO works applications, decisions, and appeal documents .
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The Council has the opportunity to increase community involvement with tree projects such
as planting schemes, ancient tree recording, community orchards, or tree wardens.
The Council has no legal control of the replacement of notable street trees where there are
located on the highways verge. Surrey County Council have a policy of not replacing trees
due to the associated onwards maintenance costs involved.

Opportunities
•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

To strategically increase the canopy cover in areas with poor tree coverage for the benefit of
the public now and in the future using the planning framework and section 106
agreements/Community Infrastructure Levies.
To formulate a consistent and robust approach to planning condition enforcement to
protect trees from damage and death caused by construction.
To generate income from charging for ‘fast track’ tree work applications and from offering
further arboricultural
consultancy services to both
internal customers and
other Councils.
To consider the business
case for a project to value
both public and private tree
stock to quantify the
amenity value offered by
trees to the public and the
value of the ecosystem
services they provide.
To prepare guidance
regarding the planting,
maintenance, pruning, and
replacement of Council
owned trees and woodlands
to ensure resources are best focussed.
To engage with the public to increase the appreciation of the benefits of trees and to help
enable community groups wishing to plant or manage trees.
To initiate a TPO review schedule incorporating the management of replacement planting
under TPOs and the revocation and modification of Orders where appropriate.
To use mobile tablet computing and database software for tree risk management.
To index and scan all historic tree preservation documents and original TPO documents.
To consider the business case to utilise green waste from Council trees as mulch through
centralised collection from tree work contractors and distribution to landscape contractors.
To consider all the trees in a borough as an interconnected ‘urban forest’ rather than
individual trees and to manage that forest holistically and having regard to its extension
beyond administrative boundaries.
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Threats
•
•
•
•
•

The South-East is a major focus for development. This places trees under intense pressure
both from pre-emptive removal and damage by construction.
The increasing population is causing an increased use and demand for Council land such as
commons, woodlands, heathlands, and recreation grounds.
The impact of pests and diseases such as Ash Dieback and Oak Processionary Moth will have
significant resource implications.
Funding pressures on local government mean that it will become increasingly difficult to
fulfil statutory duties.
The majority of ancient and veteran trees and ancient woodland is in private ownership and
not protected. There is a significant risk of removal
and poor management practice.
• The threat of pest and disease entering the
borough is likely to have a considerable impact on
the landscape and has potential to cause significant
public health issues.
• The increased frequency of extreme weather
events such as flooding and gales threaten both the
landscape of borough and require the Council is able
to deal with dangerous trees on an unplanned and
emergency basis.
• The Council must consider management of
its trees growing on shrinkable clay soils (such as in
Claygate) to prevent foreseeable incidences of
subsidence in private property.
• The Council has no consistent policy on
maintenance of its tree stock where they are causing
issues with neighbours.
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5 – Key Priorities and Recommended Actions
The objective of this strategy is to provide a framework for how we understand, preserve, manage,
integrate, interpret and promote our trees in the immediate and long term future. Previous sections
have identified some of the different issues and challenges which affect the tree’d landscape and the
shortfalls in our knowledge base and service delivery. These have identified key priorities for future
work and suggested a number of recommendations to deliver them.

The five Key Priorities:
1. Deliver a defensible Tree Risk Management service and develop and agreed approach on
the planting, maintenance, pruning, and replacement of Council owned trees and
woodlands
2. Deliver a regulatory service for the management of TPOs, trees works applications and
notices.
3. Deliver a regulatory service for the consideration of trees in relation to development
proposals and the enforcement of conditions.
4. Investigate ways to promote the amenity value and ecosystem service benefits of the
boroughs public and private tree stock.
5. Engage the community and communicate with stakeholders to promote the Council’s Tree
Services.

Recommended Actions:
Priority 1:
a. Continue to undertake Tree Risk management in accordance with the Tree Risk
Management Protocol and utilise Tree Survey and Management Software to
maintain accurate and up-to-date records which may be relied in the event of a
claim.
b. Publish information on how the Council considers requests from the public to prune
Council trees.
c. Work in partnership with internal stakeholders to; i) identify budgetary
responsibilities, ii) ensure tree planting, maintenance, & pruning, and woodland
management is carried out to best practice and iii) collect data on Council tree size,
age, species, and condition to help in future management, failure analysis, disease
control and planting schemes. Such works shall be planned in order to limit costs in
tree establishment and risk management and to anticipate the threats and
opportunities from disease and climate change.
d. Review the Council’s liability for trees growing on shrinkable soil close to private
property where subsidence may be an issue and initiate pruning regimes where
appropriate.
e. Consider utilising chipped green waste from Council trees as mulch on Council parks
and setting up firewood collection points for the public to use tree pruning arisings.
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Priority 2:
f. Develop and implement a charged pre-application service and fast-track application
service to protected tree owners.
g. Initiate a project to identify and protect by TPO the ancient and veteran trees, and
ancient woodlands in the Borough.
h. Examine the scope for implementing a review regime of the Borough’s Tree
Preservation Orders and a project to index and scan TPO legal documents and
historical TPO files.
Priority 3:
i. Work with development management colleagues to ensure validation requirements
and tree planning conditions are effectively used and to ensure the provision of
large trees to provide maximum environmental and ecological benefit within
landscaping schemes.
j. Work with planning enforcement colleagues and the legal division to strengthen
enforcement of breach of tree planning conditions through the use of Stop Notices
and other enforcement tools.
k. Work with Planning Policy on replacement planting requirements on development
sites and the use of section 106 agreements and Community Infrastructure Levies to
improve the tree’d landscape in areas where there is a significant need.
Priority 4:
l. Examine the scope for undertaking a valuation project of the Council’s tree stock
using either or both the Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees (CAVAT) method and
i-Tree eco to enable the Council to place a monetary value on both the amenity
offered and the value to the ecosystem offered by trees and woodlands within the
Borough. (Appendix D)
Priority 5:
m. Improve the accessibility of the website through better page layout and design and
the use of social media. Include a blog on trees highlighting local trees and
woodlands.
n. Engage with local and national businesses, community groups and educational
organisations to encourage community tree planting. Investigate opportunities to
attract external funding, sponsorship and volunteer resource to care for Council
trees through the provision of an ‘Adopt a Tree’ scheme. Offer career and
educational talks to schools and colleges.
o. Organise staff and member training to encourage a shared understanding of the
duties, risks, benefits and basic best practices.
p. Examine the scope to offer provision of Council Tree Services to other local
authorities and large local landowners.
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6 – Conclusion, Implementation and Monitoring
There is a clear signal from national legislation and guidance that trees and woodlands are of
increasing importance both now and in the future. A Chinese proverb states that “the best time to
plant a tree is 20 years ago - the next best time is now” and this has never been more apt as the
Borough prepares for climate change and a significant increase in population. The presumption for
planning authorities is to deliver sustainable development and this is impossible without the careful
consideration of trees and woodlands. Trees are not an instant or easily replaceable resource.
Failure rates in plantings are
high, particularly in urban
and suburban environments
and new trees may take
many generations to grow to
replace the amenity,
environmental, and
ecological benefits lost from
removal. Ancient trees and
woodlands have such
delicate and rare connections
with the environment that
when those are removed the
unique ecology of the area is
lost forever. Lord Framlingham, a former president of the Arboricultural Association is making a
strong case for urban trees by calling for a nationally coordinated approach to enhance the
integration of trees in the design and management of hard landscapes.
To enable the Council to fulfil its statutory obligations and to provide a safe, caring and healthy
Elmbridge, a vibrant and thriving Elmbridge and a unique, and a green and attractive Elmbridge,
then trees must play a pivotal role. The Council’s Tree and Woodland Strategy provides a framework
for how we understand our sylvan assets and how we manage them economically, safely and to the
greatest benefit for the widest amount of people. In an economic climate where there are on-going
constraints on local authority resources it is important to ensure that Elmbridge Borough Council
delivers an informed, focussed, resilient, efficient and cost-effective Tree Team.

Implementation
The five key priorities above list a number of statutory and best practice improvements that will
have a significant impact on the Council’s effectiveness and efficiency. There is some small
opportunity to create revenue and to offset costs and these should be examined in detail and
trialled to test their feasibility and cost effectiveness. Larger projects such as the evaluation of the
Council’s trees stock and the TPO review will need greater planning and will require external
resource and the input of other Council divisions to implement fully. Engagement with stakeholders
and the wider community must be considered to ensure that there is a benefit to all parties.
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A realistic assessment of the resources and timescales required to deliver the actions is vital and to
do so the Tree Services Team will need a robust and resilient staff structure.

Monitoring and Review
Monitoring is important to ensure the strategy is being implemented and effective and should follow
a programmed timetable of actions. Performance indicators might include numbers of TPOs
reviewed, amounts of sponsorship received, trees adopted, trees and woodlands planted using
section 106 or Community Infrastructure Levies, tree works applications determined within
timescale, specialist advice offered, and progress on tree and woodland evaluation. A process of
review is also fundamental to ensure resources are focussed on identified priorities, that they are
either delivering the required outcomes and/or need to reflect altered ones. It is recommended that
the new tree and woodland Strategy should be subject to timely appraisal and review every 5 years.
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Appendix A

Précis of evidence base
The Borough sits within three Natural England Character Areas:





Thames Basin Lowlands - A pastoral landscape interspersed with woodland and shaws,
hedgerows and trees, remnant commons, villages and farmsteads.
Thames Basin Heaths - Large areas of heathland and woodland, and a patchwork of small to
medium-sized fields with woods. The legacy of historic hunting forests includes veteran trees,
ancient woods, ancient hedgerows and parklands.
Thames Valley - Densely populated and developed, pockets of woodland, open grassland,
parkland, wetlands and intimate meadows provide escape and tranquillity, and include a variety
of habitats supporting important populations of many species.

Population & development:
In comparison to the other ten Surrey boroughs:
 Elmbridge has the 3rd highest population,
 the highest number of planning applications per annum,
 the highest population growth rate in the South-East.
 57% of which is designated as Green Belt.
Tree ownership and coverage:







The total area of the borough is 9,634 hectares.
The 6th highest tree cover in Surrey.
The 7th highest tree cover in England and Wales.
36% canopy cover over the entire Borough from trees over 3 metres.
The woodland area within the Borough is measured at 1417 hectares (around 15% of total area).
The Surrey Ancient Woodland Inventory (2011) identified 265 hectares of Ancient Woodland
(around 2.8% of total).

Legislation, Policies and Guidance produced by Government, national bodies and other
organisations:









Town and Country Planning Act (1990)
Occupiers Liability Acts (1957 & 1984)
Health and Safety at Work Act (1974)
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (1982)
Forestry Act (1967)
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010)
Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000)
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Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006).
Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984).
Commons Act 2006
National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] (March 2012)
Planning Practice Guidance [PPG] for Tree Preservation Orders and trees in conservation areas
(March 2014)
Government Forestry Policy Statement January 2013
The Independent Panel on Forestry Final report by DEFRA (2012)
Trees in Towns II - A new survey of urban trees in England and their condition and management
(DCLG 2008)
British Standard - BS3998:2010 Tree Work
British Standard - BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction
British Standard - BS8545:2014 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape
A strategy for England's trees, woods and forests (DEFRA 2007)
The UK Forestry Standard - The governments’ approach to sustainable forest management
(Forestry Commission 2011),
The Case for Trees in Development and the Urban Environment (Forestry Commission 2010)
Keepers of Time: A statement of policy for England's ancient and native woodland (Forestry
Commission 2005)
Common Sense Risk Management of Trees (National Tree Safety Group 2012)
Management of the risk from falling trees or branches (Health and Safety Executive 2013)
Trees in the Townscape – A guide for Decision Makers (Trees and Design Action Group 2012)

It is recommended that Councils produce Tree and Woodland Strategies in the following
documents:







Trees in Towns II - A new survey of urban trees in England and their condition and management
2008 – Department for Communities and Local Government
NO TREES, NO FUTURE Trees in the urban realm 2008 - Trees and Design Action Group
The case for trees in development and the urban environment 2010 - Forestry Commission
Trees in the Townscape: A Guide for Decision Makers 2012 - Trees and Design Action Group
Preparing Tree and Woodland Strategies 2012 – Mayor of London
Independent Panel on Forestry Final report 2012 - Department for Environment, Food & Rural
Affairs

DRAFT – Alex Needs – Senior Tree Officer ext. 4831
P a g e | 25

Elmbridge Residents Panel 2014 results (section 9 – Heritage and Landscape):

LIDAR data table:
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The 2011 Ancient Woodland Inventory results:

The 2011 Ancient Woodland Inventory map:

DRAFT – Alex Needs – Senior Tree Officer ext. 4831
P a g e | 27

Appendix B

Tree Risk Management Protocol (extract)
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Tree Risk Zones (2015):

DRAFT – Alex Needs – Senior Tree Officer ext. 4831
P a g e | 29

Appendix C

List and description of Woodland sites owned by the Council
1. Littleworth Common 1a 2.0 ha Secondary woodland post WW2 in origin. 1b, 1c 30.8 ha
Secondary woodland post WW2 in origin Approx 25 ha is regeneration following a fire in
1976. Birch/oak/aspen canopy with increasing holly and yew under-storey. 1d 6 ha at
southern end is more mature oak canopy, 3ha thinned 1999. 1e 10 ha Area east of
Littleworth Road thinned in 1995.
2. Ditton Common 2a 0.5 ha secondary woodland strip on northern boundary of golf course,
oak dominated. 2b 7 ha maturing secondary woodland with some relict grassland clearings.
Oak dominated canopy c.50 years old. East half of site thinned 1995. 2c 2.0 ha secondary
woodland thinned 2002. 0.5 ha acid grassland restored 2002.
3. Stokes Field 5 ha site with 1 ha relict meadows and ancient field boundary oaks with young
secondary woodland between. East side (50%) thinned 2001.
4. West End Common 4a c.40 ha northern part of this site. Post WW2 secondary woodland
(oak/birch) on former floodplain meadows with x4 ponds and including clearings and rides.
2.5 ha former landfill rubbish tip is also an important open area of rough grassland and
scrub. The retention/restoration of the meadow component for reptiles/inverts/flora in this
area is a high priority. Part of Esher Commons SSSI. 4b 32 ha southern part of site consisting
of Horseshoe Clump and Winterdown Woods/The Ledges (ancient woodland W10 on steep
river terrace above River Mole). Series of small open areas over Horseshoe Clump including
the pylon line. 2 ha south of pylon line thinned 2006/7. Invasive species control
rhododendron/sycamore/balsam.
5. Fairmile Common 5a c.18 ha Secondary woodland and heathland. 3 ha thinned 2007, 2.5 ha
cleared for heathland restoration under Esher Commons management plan. 5b 8 ha High
quality Lowland Heath some scrub. 5c 20 ha South of Portsmouth Road secondary woodland
oak canopy thinned 2000. Sycamore/balsam control carried out.
6. Esher Common South. 6a c.40 ha low lying former heathland with mixed secondary
woodland (birch/oak canopy) and plantations of scots pine/hemlock. c. 4 ha restored to
heathland 2002. Former valley mire on boundary with Oxshott Heath proposed for future
clearance. 6b Middle Pond c16 ha predominantly sweet chestnut coppice on former
Lakewood House land acquired by compulsory purchase in 1974. 4 ha coppiced 1994, 5 ha
coppiced 1998. Large beech and Douglas fir standards + 2 sequoias. Middle Pond 0.6 ha lake
with dam.
7. Oxshott Heath 7a 75 ha Mixed woodland dominated by scots pine canopy on higher ground
and oak/birch around fringes. c. 12 ha heathland within this area. 5 ha clearance for
heathland 2007, 3 ha clearance 2009. 7b 2 ha secondary woodland south of railway. Esher
Commons Management Plan.

8. Littleheath Common 7 ha secondary woodland (oak canopy) and deep former clay pit lake.
Rotational cutting of scrub on margins of lake. 2 ha former hazel coppice (Watercut Copse).
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Whole site thinned 2001. Small scale, initial 5 year coppice management agreement is in
place as part of this plan.
9. Esher Common North. c75 ha complex of secondary woodland, scots pine plantation. (p 5666, first thinned 1992-7) heathland, wetland on former heathland site. Heathland
restoration, invasive species control. Esher Commons Management Plan is currently in
operation; we are currently in a 5 year review period to fully assess the restoration works
undertaken and to conduct further consultation with the public and interest groups to
monitor the progress of recovery.
10. Arbrook Common 20.4 ha Secondary woodland, oak dominated, mature in northwest
corner. 2.2 ha younger birch/aspen dominated woodland coppiced 1995. It is intended to
bring 5 ha into small scale, long term management agreement with local coppice workers
under the ‘Living Woodlands’ banner. Esher Common Management Plan.
11. Claygate Common 14.4 ha secondary woodland with mature stands of Beech and Scots Pine.
Thinned 1996/7. Turkey oak is an increasing component of the canopy.
12. Old Common 12a c.6 ha secondary woodland oak and birch with relict acid grassland
clearings. Important wet flush with sallow and birch. 12b <0.5 ha pocket of mature
woodland. Several large oaks with holly and bluebell under-storey.
13. Leigh Hill Common c.3 ha secondary woodland oak dominated in low-lying area.
14. Downside Common Small areas of young secondary woodland.
15. Telegraph Hill c.8 ha (4 ha ancient woodland on north-facing slope with mature oak and
sweet chestnut, bluebells and some relict hazel coppice). The remainder of the site is
developing oak-dominated secondary woodland on former field grazed until the 1950s. This
area was thinned 2001. 1 ha on east side of site remains un-thinned.
16. Weybridge Heath 18 ha of secondary woodland on former dry heath. Holly under-storey
partially cleared for public safety reasons.
17. Brooklands Community Park c. 3 ha of mature secondary woodland between former motor
racing circuit and the River Wey.
18. Hersham Riverside. c. 0.5 ha secondary woodland next to River Mole.
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Appendix D

CAVAT & iTree ECO
Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees (CAVAT)
CAVAT provides a method for managing trees as public assets rather than liabilities. It is designed
not only to be a strategic tool and aid to decision-making in relation to the tree stock as a whole, but
also to be applicable to individual cases, where the value of a single tree needs to be expressed in
monetary terms. Therefore there are two versions of the CAVAT method. The Full method is
recommended for use in decisions concerning individual trees or groups, when precision is required
and sufficient time is available for a full assessment. The Quick method is intended specifically as a
strategic tool for management of the stock as a whole, as if it were a financial asset of the
community.
http://www.ltoa.org.uk/resources/cavat
i-Tree Eco
i-Tree Eco is a free software application designed to use field data from complete inventories or
randomly located plots throughout a community along with local hourly air pollution and
meteorological data to quantify urban forest structure, environmental effects, and value to
communities. Baseline data can be used for making effective resource management decisions,
develop policy and set priorities.
http://www.itreetools.org/eco/
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Appendix E

Council documents and publications


Standards for the Assessment of Arboricultural Amenity (Supplementary Planning Document
2003)
http://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/documents/detail.htm?pk_document=3636



Buying a tree with the house in the garden (advice leaflet 2009)
http://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/documents/detail.htm?pk_document=13979
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Appendix F

Glossary of terms
Amenity - ‘Amenity’ is not defined in law, however where trees and woodlands have a
significant positive impact on the local environment and its enjoyment by the public it is considered
they offer a reasonable degree of public benefit in the present or future.
Ancient Tree – a tree that has passed beyond maturity and is old, or aged, in comparison with other
trees of the same species.
Ancient Woodland - a woodland that has existed continuously since 1600 or before in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland (or 1750 in Scotland). Before those dates, planting of new woodland
was uncommon, so a wood present in 1600 was likely to have developed naturally.
Biodiversity - the variety of different types of life found on Earth. It is a measure of the variety of
organisms present in different ecosystems.
Ecosystem Services - a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help deliver infrastructure
to support the development of the area.
Green Infrastructure - a network providing the elements for solving urban and climatic challenges by
building with nature. The main components of this approach include stormwater management,
climate adaptation, less heat stress, more biodiversity, food production, better air quality,
sustainable energy production, clean water and healthy soils, as well as the more anthropocentric
functions such as increased quality of life through recreation and providing shade and shelter in and
around towns and cities. Green infrastructure also serves to provide an ecological framework for
social, economic and environmental health of the surroundings.
Planning Condition - Planning conditions are applied to the grant of planning permission and limit
and control the way in which the planning permission may be implemented.
LIDAR - a remote sensing technology that measures distance by illuminating a target with a laser and
analyzing the reflected light.
Section 106 – a legally binding agreements entered into by persons with an interest in a piece of
land (often a developer) secured by a legal agreement or deed. They are designed to mitigate for a
particular impact that would arise from a development.
Urban Forest - a collection of trees that grow within a city, town or a suburb.
Veteran Tree – a tree with important wildlife and habitat features including; hollowing or associated
decay fungi, holes, wounds and large dead branches. It will generally include old trees but also
younger, middle aged trees where premature aging characteristics are present.
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